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AQUILINE BRIEFING STATEMENT

This memorandum pertains to an operation known as AQUILINE.
The number of people holding AQUILINE access approvals will be
held to an absolute minimum. AQUILINE access covers all aspects
of the operation. | :

AQUILINE is a restrictive access involving a small powered
glider capable of flying thousands of miles, emplacing devices,
interrogating previously emplaced devices, and rerforming
special reconnaissance or collection missions.

It will present bird-like radar, acoustic and visual sSigna-
tures designed to blend with the indi us signal environment,.
Possessing a range in excess of it will be capable in
its advanced form of hovering over-targets for as long 'as 120

-days.

AQUILINE is specifically designed to protect:
1) The role of CIA in AQUILINE.

2) That the CIA is developing a small, bird-like
. surreptitious vehicle with sufficiently small acoustic,
visible and radar cross-section to rermit it to operate
in the natural physical signal environment of living
birds. '

3) Details of initial, interim or final embodi-
ments of the vehicle design when presented or observed
in such a manner as to suggest the operational
.characteristics or purpose of the device.

4) Details of any subsystem of the vehicle when
presented or observed in such a manner as to suggest an
association with or a capability peculiar .to the
AQUILINE mission.

AQUILINE information will include mission analysis data
such as the location and nature of threat radar as well as
visual or acoustic sensors, the terrain over which flights
will be made, and targets of interest to the mission. This
mission analysis data will often involve COMINT as well as
end products derived from overhead reconnaissance. The
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clearances for COMINT and these end products will therefore
- be prerequisites for access to AQUILINE information. The
rarticular restrictioas imposed on persons holding these
clearances, which include the possibility of prosecution
by the U. S. Government, may also apply to violations con-
cerning AQUILINE information., ’

AQUILINE access is granted only by CIA, The determina-
tion that an individual Dossesses a need-to-know for access
to AQUILINE information will be made by the Director/ORD.
Participants who have a question concerning an individual's .
status must verify the existence of his access prior to any
discussion of this sensitive information. o
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Approved for Release: 2019/11/05 C06774185



C023784Q7

Approved for Release: 2019/11/05 C06774185

- TOP SEZRET -

JECIWP
Copy  of

- AQULLING SECURILY BRIEFING

This brochure pexrtains to f.he EECRET activity known as Project
AQUILINE., The word AQUILTIE when ugel 1n thﬁ"'co'n%efﬁ is & covert

intelligence collection apcration of the highest sensitivity. It
has as its objective the collection of electronic and shotozraphie

intelligence through the use of a small bird-like unmanned povrered
lidar.

Project AQUILINE operates under the sponsorship end direction
of the Central Intelligence Ag:ney. Access to project sensitive in-
formaticn 1s restricted to 21 obsolute minimue number of persons,

The success of the prograz depends in larze measure on an effective
security program, thus the Pollowing principies have been established:

An AQUILINE access approvel is required before & person ney
recelve sensitive project iaformation. Existing cleerances s Buch
as TOP SECRET or other spocial clearances, are not in themselven
sufficlent for access to AQUILINE.,

A strict "need-to-know" prinziple is enforced. Access approvals
will not be granted mercly as a matter of courtesy or in Qeference
to rank or position. The only Justification for access to AQUILINE
information 1s that a persca reguires access to enmble him to make
a8 positive conltribution to the project,

LQUILINE cleavances are granted by the Central Imtelligence

Agency. Request for clcarances will bve submitted in writing to Project
LALTILTNE Heedquarters throuzh channels as designated by the mesponsibvle

LQUILINE scecurity representative.

The AQUILINE clsarance staiud of an individual must be verificd
orior to any discussion relating to the Program. A master index of
all AQUILINE clearances is malittained st AQUILOE Beadquarters.

Erior to visiting participating industyial firms or operationsl

locations on AQUILINE bdusiness the clearance ptatus of the visitor st

be certified to the installation through AQUILINE Headquarters.
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Access to the endeproduct derlved o AQUILYNE operation
is uot outhorized er the {E sccess mpproval.

‘There are three categories of AQUILINE briefings. The most
comprehensive 18 that which is contained in this brochure., The lower
category briefings ave provided %o beraocnnal of industyial sumplievs
who have no need to know of Central Intelligence Agency spoensorship
or participstion. They are briefed caly to the extent necessary to
makes pos.si'ble their paorinum contribution to the project effort.

ALL AQUILINE censitive informstion must be protected and
particulasly: :

(1) The role of the Central Intelligence Agency in
AQUILINE. L ——
(2) That the Contral Intelligsnce Agency 1s developinz &
il small, bird-like surreptitious vehicle with sufficiently
smell dCoudTIt, VIaIole and radir crogs-section to perutt
it to oyerate in the natursl physical signal envirompent
of living birds.

(3) Detalls of the venicle design when presented or observed
in such & manner as to suggest the true cperational
purpoze of the vehicle., = '

(4) Detalls of eny subsystem when presented or observed in
. Such a manner as to suggest an asscciation with or a
capaebility peculiar to the AQUILIE mission.

(2)
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SECURITY PLAN - PROJECT RECHARTER

.1, This plan represents the coordinated positions of the Office
of Special Activities and the Office of Resecarch and Development,
Deputy Directorate for Science and Technology. These groundrules
ere the established maximum security measures governing this TOP
SECRET project at Arca 51 throughout the flight testing eequeuce,
training or related acti_vities leading toward the operational deployment
of this aerial intelligence system. The Security St.a_ff, Office of Special
Activities, is charged with assisting the Director of Special Activitics
in maintaining a maximum sccurity environment for the conduct of OSA
and speciﬁed DD/S&T activities; therefore, the successful implement-
ation of these policies will dcpend largely on the cooperation of CIA
elements, other supporting government agencies and the principal
contractors chargeci with the development of this highly sensitive covert
intelligence system.

| 2. Itis collectively understood by all participants that program
transition toward operational readiness will necessitate close coordin-
ation and special cooperation with the Office of -Logistics in view of
their paramount responsibilities in the ficld of contracting etnd related
industrial security metters.

3. This plan will be reviewed periodically, Lipdatcd and

procedures refmcd to mect future program needs, mcludmg spec1a1
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manpower requirements neccssary to support the multi-purposec

specialized covert project objectives.

A. GENERAL GUIDELINES - PROJECT HEADQUARTERS
AND AREA 51 '

(1) Upon acceptance of this Security plan,
Project AQUILINE will be known by the classified
SECRET operational designator RECHARTER within OSA
areas of responsibility. The unclassified nickname
will be Project 274. The objectives, state-of-art
a-chievements, and mission purposes of Project RECHARTER
will be controlled at the TOP SECRET level in
accordance with site—sensitivc program concepts based
on the traditional "must know" philosophy practiced by
OS5A.
(2) As appropriate, the above designators will
be used in all verbal and written correspondence to
Afea 51 and the na.mes of all personnel épproved for
proje(-:t access will be maintained on permanent record
by the Security Office at Area 51'and at Project
Headquarters. |
(3) Classified documents and corresﬁondence:
(a) All communications and documents
~ regarding Project RECHARTER activities will be marked

classified and controlled at the appropriate level of

SECRET
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sensitivity and will be limited to personnel who are
approvedlfor Program RECHARTER acccss as certified
-by Project Headquarters.

(b) TOP SECRET documents must be
transmitted via zipproveci courier system,

(4) Access to Area 51 will be controlled from -
Project Headquarters, OSA. Individuals from CIA,
other government agencies, or Project related industry
will be certified for access to Arca '51 only after
establishment of clearability‘ and with sufficient notice
and biographical data to iﬁsure verification of identity
and clearability particulars. Failure to transmit
required notice will result in denial of access.

(5) Clearance basis:

(a) Clearability standards for Area 51
access require at least a Phase II investigation which
includes a 15-year background investigation and NAC's.

(b) Personnel to be used in missions
and/or deployment-overscas activities will be processed
at the Phase III level.

. (6). West Coast Security Office, Office of Special
Activities, will act for West Coa'st fagilities as a point

" of contact for access to Area 51_after initial certification ”

clearability by Project adquartérs.'

SECRET
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(7) Project RECHARTER personnel ass1gned to'"__"' E

work at Area. 51 will comply with rules and regulatmns
detailed in Attachment A. Attachment A represents |
the approved policy of the Director of Special Activities
as executed by the Field &Jommander at Area 51,
Tenant organizations are responsible for the direct
control of their personnel and they must ensure
compliance with base standards, operating procedures,
Security/Cover, and applicable USAF regulations.
Violations or infractions will be reported to Project
Headquarters promptly,

(8) All personnel certified for Project inform-
ation will be Security briefed at the ‘approved level of
access and will execute briefing statements (oath), as
contained in Attachment B Reindoctrinations will be

- periodically rescheduled as part of Project Security
Education Program.

(9)' Attachment C Briefing Booklet will be used
as guideline for briefing of Phase III personnel which
is the usual government access level based on clear-

| ab111ty standards expressed in DCID 1/14. Pertaining

to other compartmented m.formatio_ri programs.

SEC
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.(10) Criteria for Security access to RECHARTER
‘operational matters:
Phase I
A Phase I approval is required for an
individual who is.cngaged‘ in scmi-sensitivg fabrication
“activities but who does not work in nor require access
to a closed Project arca. Such individuals do nc;t need
to know and will not be told the ultiméte application or
futurc sénsitivc use of the equipmcn}t being developed
or manufactured. Neither will they be permitted access
to Project communications. or documents. Genez:ally
speaking, th-e work which he is doing could have a variety
of applications and is a job that is not unique to the.
development of Project hardwarce. (No access to Area 51.)
| Phase II
A Phase II approval is required for an
individual who may be told, assuming the need to know
exists, the general purpose of the system, equipment or
system configuration, performance characteristics,
identification of other contractors, suppliers andvvendors,
test site locations and knowledge of equipment or
subsystem capabilitics. In ge'nCI;al, this individual will

" be told information, requirements and parameters which

SECRET
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reflect an advance in the‘s'tate-pf the art or, by the nature
of the function he performs, will have access to areas,
material or information from which he might be able
to deduce such knowledge.{ (Access to Area 51 permitted, )

Phase III

A Phase III approval is required and will
be granted only for those individuals who require official
confirmation of the true identity of Project Headquarters,
Personnel who must know broad mission objectives,
operational informatioh, success or failurc of missions,
future planning, or relationship to other classified
programs normally require a Phase.III approval.
Likewise, opcrational mission dectails of the system will
oniy be released to those who have a Phase III Access
Approval. Phasec III apprbvals will not be granted as a
matter of courtegy, deference or convenience either
within government or industry and all requests for
af:proval at this level must be a.dequ.-altefly justifieci.
(Access to Area 51 permitted and to overscas o'perati.ng
locatiéns.i .

(11) Compartmentation of the Projcct RECHARTER

physical location will be the responsibility of the assigned

‘Staff Security Officer and a contingent of five contract

%EBSECRET
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S‘ecurity Assistants/Guards that will control th-e hangar
and Operc;tting arecas including classified equipment,
documents, systems and peculiar stored stocks.

(12) Security philosophy on a "must know" basis
will be practiced to ensure holddown on sensitive details,
particularly when Project RECHARTER launch and I;ecovery
procedures are in effect (iuring fllight testing, trainingl
and operations,

(13) A Staff Security Officer directly responsive
to Project Heé.dquarters, Secur.ity Staff will be available
to assist the Program Manager in the Project RECHARTER
area throughout all flight testing, training and support
activities. Appropriate liaison and coordination with the
Base Commander will be accomplished to ensure the

integrity of Project RECHARTER and other compartmented

" activities utilizing Area 51. This senior security official

will be respousible for all personnel, physical and

project matters of a security nature 'ca_rried'out at that

- facility, As requirements increase, security manpower

must be augmented to ensure project coverage.
(14) Travel to Area 51 will be coordinated in

advance to facilitate access and may be arranged by

Sth
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surface or approved air shuttle service. (Cover

contingency considerations will be provided upon the

- introduction of an approved air system. )

(15) Project .REC}LARI‘ER'dpera.tiona.l clearances
do not entitle approved personnel to special intelligence
information or other special Project Programs at Area 51,

(16) Periodic cou’nter‘ audio inspcctions and
physi-cal surveys of Project RECHARTER areas will be
scheduled as required. |

B. INDUSTRIAL SECURITY

(1) Close liaison with Office of Logistics will
be accomplished throughout the transition period to
ensure a uniform industrial security criteria at
McDonn.ell Douglas and other principal Projcct related
firms,

(2) The Office of Special Activitics Security
Staff will take cognizance of industrial contracts initiated

by the OSA contracting staff in support of forthcoming

- operational phases,

(3) Industrial sccurity inspections of OSA
contractor areas will be conducted-per'iodically in
accordance with standards prese;ntl-y practiced by OSA.

. . (4) The industrial security packag.e will be hand-

tailored to the contractors! peculiar environment in

_ TOSr ET
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accordance with the level of classification of its

activities in conjunction with the "must know"

philosophy expressed throughout this plan,

(5) The prime contractor will enforce compliance
with security poliCy at su:t>contractors. vendors and
suppliers,. .(McDonnell Douglas, etal.)

(6) St‘erilization of operational vehicles and
associated systems and subsystems, when deemed
necessafy, will be accomplished to ensure the contingehcy
cover integrity of futur;: operational missions,

C. OPERATIONAL/MISSION SECURITY PROCEDURES

(1) 'I;he Office of Special Activities Security Staff
will émploy highly specialized techniques where anci when
appropriate to protect the Project RElCHARTER-miSSion,
methods, assets, fucl, and personnel,

(2) Operational security procedures will be
prepared to meet the needs of each mission situation as
determined by the Contingency Cover stipulations imposed.

(3) Mission and unit personnel will be briefed
in advance of all operational activities on cover details.

(4) Office of Special Activities will provide

priority covert couricr support for the expeditious move-

ment of mission systems, hardware and classified

intelligénce product, as requjred.
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(5) Liaison with U.S. Government, industry,
and oversecas sccurity and law enforcement channels
or host governments will be accomplished before, during
and after the mission sequence, as required and in
accordance with 'Hcadquartcrs instructions.

(6) A Staff Security Officer(s) and appropriate
contract security assistants/guards/couriers will
accompany the mission team on oversecas deployment
to provide security support, advice,, guidance and
control of operating mission locations and particularly
at launch/recovery points,

D. CONTINGENCY COVER PLANS

(1) Contingency Cover Plan for Area 51 flight
testing program is contained in the Cover Plan,

Attachment D,
(2) Contingency Cover Plan for contingency
mission deployment and flight testing outside Area 51

are included in the Cover Plan, Attachment D,

ECRET
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Conceptual Security Support

Appropriate Security support to include physical,
personnel and operational security is being provided
during <the Pre-Operational Period and will be provided
during the Operational Period. Additionally, security
of the entire Industrial cffort now rests with another
Agency compounent, but will be continued by OSA Security
——- - Btaftf at an appropriate future date,

Q.

Physical Security: _

(1) Secure perimeter of operéting,'£;éfﬁing
testing locations from unauthorized entry.

(2) Provide appropriate surveillancé of
vehicles, fuel, subsystems, and other
sensitive, associated systems and assets.

(3)  Conduct periodic counter-audio inspections
of Detachment areas, installations and ‘
associated communications equipment. |,

(4) Assure implementation of appropriate
security controls for safe guarding the movement
and storage of classified equipment and documents,

(5) Establish physical security program to ensure
integrity of sight sensitive characteristics of
AV and related systems.

Personnel Security:

(1) Assure that personnel assigned to or visiting
industrial work areas and operating locations have
been granted the appropriate Security clearance

and are approved for access to the location by
Project Headquarters.

(2) Requests for program clearances will be
processed in accordance with existing OSA
Security Staff criteria.

(3) Establish briefing controls whereby the

Project knowledge of cleared personnel will be
restricted on an individual "must know" basis.

TOP SECRET
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(4) Monitor the security consciousness of all
Project-cleared personnel, and advise Project
Hradguarters o .any indivicdusl's corcduct, mersoasl
or official, wrich mignt tend to conprorise %tte
unit or mission.

(5) .Esfablish an organized system of periodic
security reindoctrinations for all cleared
personnel, :

(6) Investigate security violations and incidents,
and recommend appropriate disciplinary action to
Project Headquarters.

Operational Security:

(1)- Employ deceptive techniques when and where
appropriate to protect the mission, assets and
personnel.

(2) Maintain liaison with local law enforcement
and sécurity forces and solicit their assistance

. in establishing effective security support.

(3) Establish security procedures for emergency
situations,. '

(4) Promulgate mission and unit cover stories to
personnel at operating locations. :

(5) Assure sterilization of mission configured
vehicle. - -

(6) Provide couriers for expeditious movement
of mission product to the processing facility
and to Headquarters. '

(7) Security officer member of the Mobility Tean
will provide Security advice and guidance to
Mobility Team Commander and will ensure
implementation of above security responsibilities,.

Cover and Contingency Plan: (See Cover and

Contingency Annex) .
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